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THE WATER SECTOR
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OVERVIEW

Angola is the second most endowed country in Africa in terms of water resources with intense rainfall in almost all of the country. 60% of Angola records an average annual rain of about 1 000 mm. 

In the north rainfall reaches levels of over 1,800 mm per year. Despite that, the great majority of the population do not have access to piped or treated water. Equally, there are severely limited sewage treatment facilities.

WATER:
        In urban areas, estimates indicate that 50 % of the population has access to potable water, but only 16 % have piped water;

        The remainder relies on water standpipes or trucks. In rural areas, no more than 15% of the population have access to drinkable water.

LUANDA WATER:
        Most of the millions of people in rural Angola who fled the war sought safety in Luanda, a city built for well under a million people, today has 4 million;

        This influx placed a huge strain on Luanda's infrastructure, stretching grids, water treatment and supplies to the limit. It is worth looking at the capital's problems in detail.
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SEWAGE:

        The sewage system, anywhere in Angola, was installed in colonial times. Since then, although the population has grown, there has been little, if any, maintenance and virtually no investment;

        Consequently the sewage system is in a state of total disrepair, with frequent spillage of sewage and blockages.
